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SECOND PART 
| OF THE 


GREAT QUESTION 


CONCERNING 


THINGS INDIFFERENT 


Religions VWorlhip, 


Briefly Stated $ 
And tendred to the Conſideration of 
all Conſcientious and Sober men. 
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By the ſame Author, 


Mr, Hales in his Treatiſe of Schiſms; 


When either Falſe or uncertain Concluſions are obtruded for Trath,and 
Atits either unlawful, or miniſtring juſt ſcruple , are required of us* 
to be performed, intheſe Caſes conſent were Conſpiracy, and open 
Conteftation is not Fattion or Schiſm, but due Chriſtian Animoſny; 
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+ Printed in.the Year, 1661; 


THE PREFACE 
TO THE 


Chriſtian and Candid Reader, 


FE N the Buſineſs, not of Decent or Natural, bat 
B of Deviſed 4nd Unneceſſary Ceremonies in 
the Worſhip of God, there are, Chriftlan 
Reader, two Dueftions at this day more hotly 
diſputed then ever: The one is Whether they 
may lawfully be Impoſed ? The other &, Whether when 
they are Impoſed, they may lawfully be obſerved 2 The 
firſkof theſe I have already handled ; with what ſucceſs 
and ſatisfatFion to others,becomes not me to determine, The 
Second is now the Subjeft of this preſent D_y z »pon 
which indeed the mbole ftreſs of the Controverfie lits ; aud 


that becauſe of the Opinion of many Conſcientious and ſober a B. Morton, 


wen *, though they are ready þo acknowledge, that 
the Magiſtrate ores not to clog the Worſhip of God with un- 
commanded Traditions and Inveutions of his own, yet they 
conceive, that when ſuch things, as are not expreſly forbid- 
den by the Word of God, are Impoſed, they may and ought 
to be prattiſed, rather then by the forbearance of them, men 
ſhould be forced to quit the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, which 
46 ſo great «5g that they think it ought to be preſerved, 
though with the undergoing of ſome inconvenient 0bſer- 
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The Preface ro the Reader. 


To thoſe who either in their Writings do affirm, or by 
their pratFiſe as own this perſwaſion, 1 deſsre to be very tew- 
der ; but withal, I mu't take leave toprofeſs, that 1 am not 
4s yet ſatisfied, either with the Aſſertion, or with the Argu- 
- ment which is brought to back it. For the Queſtion is not , 
Whether it be convenicnt or Inconvenient, but whether it 
be lawtul or unlawful to comply or not * <A ud therefore it 
ſhould firſt be enquired,quo jure, before we ask cui bono ? 
that is, in all. things which concern our Praftiſe , we ſhould 
firit be ſatisfird, that the thing we do is lawful, before we 
flate to our ſelves, that we have agood end in doing it : For 
fince the leaſt evil may not be done to obtain the greateſt 
£004, and ſince our Lord Chriſt hath ſufficient power to pro« 
pagate his Goſpel without our ſin, it is tobe feared, that at 
the laſt day be will not accept this as a ſuf ficient anſwer, that 
we mingled bis Worſhip with the, otherwiſe unlawful, Com- 
mands of men, meerly to maintain our Liberty of preach= 
ing; ſince he can make our ſuffering for his Truth, to be 4s 
effeffual 4 means for the Converſion of others, as our opes 
and free declaring it. As the Apoſtle Paul confeſſes. that his 
Bonds did beget many to the Faith of Chriſt. I wiſh there» 
fore that too many ds not indulge themſelves a dangerous 
Latitude, not ſo much to preſerve their Miniſtry, as to re- 
tain their Maintenance, and ſo totheir ſin of Compliance, 
44d a ſecret diftru#t of Gods Providence_. 

But what others may be induced to do, concerns not me 
at all, who have nothing to 4oto judge anothers Conſci- 
ence; but having my ſelf been frequently! importuned 10 
conform, and that by perſons whom 1 very much reſpef# and 
honour, I have adventured to publiſh my Reaſons, why for 
the preſent I cannot think it Lawful : Which # a work ſo li- 
able to cenſure and miſconſeruttion;that 1 ſhould never bave 
andertaken it but that I would make it appear, it jo nat bu-. 
mour, but Conſcience, that hath guided me wntothic refol 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


tion, And though it i poſſible I may be ſuſpetted to favour 
the irregular Fancies of ſome, with whom every ſlight and 
trivial difference is « ſufficient ground of ſeparation ; yet I 
can our thee, Chriſtian Reader ,_ I do ſo much abhor the 
Praitiſes and Opinions of thiſe men,that though 1 may for- 
bear the uſage of ow Ceremonies, yet no occaſton ſhall make © 
me forſake the Communion of our Charch, whoſe Do- 
Grine, in the moſt material and diſpmable Points of it,” 1 
have already aſſerted; and if 1 do not in all Particulars come- 
ply with her Diſcipline, it & not Mea Iwould eclipſe her 
ſplendor, or leſſen ber Authority , becauſe 1 take ſome 
of the things Impoſed t0 be of that Nature, as no Power how 
great and lawful ſotver, can juſtifie and warrant the uſe of 
them. 

I ſhall conclude therefore, with what T find in the Oxford 
Reaſons, excellently argued againſt Impoſing the Cove. 
vant : Thus have we, ſaythey, clearly and treely repre- 
ſented our preſent judgment,which, upon better Infor- 
mation in any particular, we ſhall be ready to reifie, 
Only we defire, it may be conſidered, thar if any one 
fingle reaſon or ſcruple remain unſatisfied ( though we 
ſhould receive ſatisfaRion in all thereſt ) the Conſci- 
ence alſo would remain ſtill unſatisfied;and in that caſe, . 
it can neither be reaſonable for them to preſs us, who 
cannot ſatisfie us 3 nor lawful for us,that cannot be ſa- 
tisfied, to ſubmit unto the ſaid Covenant, Thu Paſſage, 
if in ſtead of the word Covenant, we read Ceremonies, 
contains as much as any toſay : ag” am vst without 
- hope, that thoſe who were ſo ſcrupulous of being Impoſed up- 
= ith 4s tender of hu _ SG tbe C G 
remonies i# queſtion, are by many thought to be 4s comtrary- 
to the Lay of God, as they had reaſon to think the Cove+ 
nant w« tothe Law of the Land. 

Ch. Ch, Sept-10, 1665, -- PN 
a. ;; | Edward Bagſhaw: 
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THE SECOND PART 


Of the 
GREAT QUESTION 


| Concerning 
InDIiEBFERE&gNT T HINGSsS 


IN 
RELIGIOUS W ORSHIP.ec. 


Queſt. Whether it be L awful 10 ſubneit unto the Uſe and Pra 
fiſe of things, commonly ſuppoſed to be 1ndifferent, when 
they come to be Impoſed and made Neceſſary in Religiows 
Worſhip ? 


FRO R the righter Stating and clearer Underſtanding 
of this Queſtion, I ſuppoſe theſe two Things. 
I. By Things commonly ſuppoſed to be [ndrfferem, T 
do not-mean ſuch things as age purely, and in their 
FEET own Nature indifferent ; ſuch ace the Tiwe and 
: Place of Religious Worſhip. Near , 2, Such things, as in 
. their owannature, though Indifferenr, yer ſeem to-havea great- 
| er Aſpe&and ten anto that which 1s Natural Decency and 
; Orders © iſe; a9, tofaid orikyeel.ot tare of Publick, 
F Wt 4, \ A 3 P Taper, 
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I Kings-19« 
I Cor. s$, 


Word, upon whoſe 


The ſecond Part of things Indifferent | 
Prayer, and thelike : In both theſe Caſes , though perhaps the 
Magittratedothill tointerpoſe his Command, becauſe things of 
a Religious Concernment belong not properly and immedlatly 
to his Juni{diRion ; yer I ſee not why his Command ſhould make 
us ſcruple or forbear the doing of them : For whatever, either in 
it ſelf,or in common eſtimarion among ſober men, is more decent 
and comely, though it gaines no ſtrength from the Command Im- 
poſing ir » Yer there can noreaſon be given, why it (ſhould loſe 
any. Therefore by Things Indifferent in the Queltion,l mean ſuch 
chings,as being conſidered art large,and diveſted from all Circum- 
Rances,may perhaps be done ot not _—_ that lawfully ; yer 
pro hic & munc,with reference to the power Which impoles,and to 


\. 
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the end which continues them, ir is queſtionable whether they . _ 


be /ndifferent ot not ; ſuchare, the Sarplice in time of Publick, 
Prayer Muſick im Churches, Preſcribed Forms of Prayer,the Croſs mn 
Baptiſm, Kneeling at the Sacrament, Bowing at the Name of Jeſwe, 
and the like ; Which are nor ſo purely /ndifferent , but that they 
offend the #2«k,who doubr; and cxude many fierce and vehement 
Contentions, even amongſt the Learned, who diſpute, whether 
they be lawful or not: And about theſe things alone, do I defire to 
be underſtood in my following Diſcourſe. 

-2, By Sabmitting, 1 do not mean, a being preſent at ſuch 
time and place, where theſe Rites are uſed, but actively concur- 
ring to,. and perſonally doing them our ſelves : For as Mr. Hales 
excellently: obferves, What if thoſe. to whans.the Exermicn of the 
Publick, Service is committed , do ſomthing euther unſcemly or ſufÞi- 
tious , or peradventure unlawful ? What if the Garments they wear , 


be cenſured, nay - indeed be ſuſpitions '?* What if Geſture or Adora- 


tion be uſed tothe Altars, as now we have learned to fpeak:? * What 


if the Homnliſt have preached, or deliurred any Dottrine for trath, 
of which we are not well perſwaded ? Tet for all this , we may nat (6+ 
parate, except we be conſtrained perſonally to bear a part tm thens our 
ſelves. And therefore the Queliion doth no! ſo properly con= 
cern the People, who, for t I know, 'may be preſent where 
theſe (cremomes are uſed, withour beg ed the 
lijah was a looker on upon'Raals Prieftsz andthe. 
WE 847 eat meat, and therefore hear the Word, # 
Temple. But 1 —— che Preichers and Maniſte 
al Pradtife :all theſe rhing 
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| in Riligieus Worſhip, (7 
manded, and this I hold utterly onlawful for them to ſubmit | 
unto. | 

Firſt, Becauſe the Magiſtrate bath no power to impoſe things an 
doubtful and diſpucable upon the PraRtſe of any in the Service of Ar2.1. SN 
God ; and therefore it cannot be lawful for any, to obey him , 
when he ſo impoſes« For the clearing of which Reaſon, two 
things are to be explained, 

1. That the Magiſtrate hath no Power to impoſe things doubtful 
and d ſputable in the Service of God. 

2, That if he doth impoſe, we cannot lawfully obey him. 

The firft Aſertion is this; That the Magiſtrate hath no Power to 
impoſe things doubtful and diſputable in the Service of Gad: And 
the Reaſon is clear, becauſe God hath given him no ſuch Com- 
miſſion : For ſince it is moſt Equal and Reaſoffable, that God 
ſhould be che ſole Orderer of his own Worſhip, and if in his Re- 
vealed Will (which che Magiſtrate is as- much bound to obey, as 
the meanelt Chriſtian } God hath not authorized aoy to enforce 
upon the Pra:tiſe of orhers,things which are of a doubtful and di- 
ſputable nature ; then cannot the Magiſtrate lawfully take to him- 
ſelf thar power, becauſe 1n ſo doing, he goes beyond his Bounds, 
and exceeds thoſe Limits, which God hath ſet all that profeſs 
Faith in him, wiz. of not being wiſe and boly above what t5 written. 
Beſides, our Saviour while he was upon. Earth, though he had 
all PoWer committed to him, as Mediator, yet he neither exerciſed. 
himſelf,nor intruſted co ais Apoſtles ſuch Power, that they ſhould 
force or compell any to obey tym, becauſe his Kingdows tis not of 
this world, i.e. notto be acquired or enlarged by thoſe Arts and 
Policies which humane Princes uſe; bnt Converts only. are b's 
Subjects ; and thoſe he alone owns for Members of bis Church, 
whom Preaching and ſound Perſwaſion hath won over to him. 
And therefore it is very incoogruous for the Magiltrate,who pre- 
tends to a for Chriſt, to take more upon him then Chriſt him. 
ſelf did, and by enforcing things dubious, make Religion a. very 
uneaſie and unpleaſant yoke , and thereby fright Cooſcientizus 
and Sober men from the Service of him, whoſe honour he would 
ſeern to promotez/ which is direQly contrary, both to the Na- 
eure of Religion, and to the Ends of Chriſtian Government . 
inſt-this,” io behalf of the Civil Magiſtrates' Power , it.is 


I. That 


Anſw, 
Dcurt, 17:18, 
19. 


' are COMme 


The ſecond Part of Things Ind) ffertut 

I, That F _ Hexzekzeb, and other Kings of the Fews, 

Ew r repairing and beaurifying che ork and 
Worſhip of God z andlikewile David made Mnſcal Iuftruments, 
appointed the Courſes of the Prieſts, preſcribed their Garments and 
muaxrur of Service , none of which were provided for by-che Law 
of Maſes ; from whence ic followes, that Chriſtian Magittrates 
have (till che ſame power, which the Jewy Princes had ; chat is, 
to regulate and order the outward Circumftancs of Gods Wor- 
hip, though over Sabſtavtials, and Articles of Faith, it is ac- 
knowledged they have no Power at all, 

But I Anſwer : 

I. That whatever the Jewiſh Princes did in regulating Gods 
Worſhip, they had a particular and expreſs Law, which qid ex- 
aR ic from, them ; and which in all, evenche ſmalleſt PunQtilio's 
and Circurnfiances, hag ſo provided, that they could nor fail of 
knowing their Duty ; whereas Chriſtian Religion is in moſt Par- 
eiculacs of leſſer moment, mbre free and underermined, and 
therefore there is not theſame parity of Reaſon,that che example 
of the Jewiſh Princes then,(hould be obligacory ro our Magiſtrates 
now,becauſe the Law is altered, and that accurateneſs in ſmall 
things needs not ſo much be inſiſted on. For now the Migiſtrate 
molt conſults Gods honour, and his own duty, © if he leaves the 
Chriſtian Lay as large as he foutid ir ; and doth not urge, either 
liccle, or much leſs doubtful chings,b:cauſe Gad, tn not requiring 
them,ſhews, that the preſſing them, will nor be a work pleaſing 
or acceptible to him, becauſe ir laies an Imvuration u7on his 
Wiſdom and Holineſs, as if he had not. in his Word ſufhciencly 
provided for his own Worſhip. 

2. And more particularly, to that Inſtance of David, I An- 
ſiver, That whatever David did 1nregulating the Service of Gor, 
in appointing Aſa/ical. Inſtruments, Priefts Garments. and the 
like, he did it not by his Authority, as X'wg ; but by Gods Com- 
mand, as a Prophet ; as will appear from theſe Places of Scrip:ure: 
Oreis, 2 (hroy,8.14. Where it is ſaid, that Solomon appointed ac- 
cording to the Order of David his Father, the Canpſes of the Prieſts, 
to _ ovih and vs OR ys te pravſe and mi- 
nifter before the Priefks, «s.t ofewery red : For ſa, 

ſich the Text, Dawid themay of God LE wics oo 
Expreſfion, The wan of God ( Which 


isaName given qnly to Per- ; 
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ſons extraordinarily, inſpired, ſach, vere the Prophets of old ) 


ſufficiently ſh-ws in what capacity -Pawdordered theſethings!; 
nor barely as a King, but as a,mmw of: God, 4, v. bjyGod:-himielt ex- 
ciced and inſpired to do it. Again, whenHerthinh refered ihe 
Purity of Gods Worſhip, which his Facher 4has hadpollated, 


it is ſaid, that He fer. the | Levytes,jnshe Haxfe of che Lord:wich * Chron, 29, | 


Cymbals, with Pſalteries, and with Harps, according to the Comt- 
mandmernt of David , and of Gad the Kings Ster., avnd'of Nathan 
the Prophet, For, ſaith the Text, fo was Gods Commundmentb 
the Prophets. : Whence it plainly appears, that David did no:mo 
in theſe Particulars, then what God himſelf had -by his Prophecs 
commanded. Ard therefore when. Duyid gave tO 'Selowon his 
Son the Pattern of Gods Houfe,and-of.all-the Rooms and Apart- 
ments in it, it 1s ſaid to beythe, pattern of alt that he had by the fpirit, 
among which ching 


o gs are reckoned, the (ourſes of the Priefts and of , Chron,'sy, 


the Levuesand fer all the work of the Service of the Houſe of the Lord: 
Of which che Textſiies, All+bir,ſaid Davidgthe Lird made menn- 
derſtand in Writing, by bis hand upon me, even all the works of this 
Pattern. . From whence ic evidently follows , [that-noc che leaſt 
Circumiiance which David then ardered,came from his own me- 
tien,or. Was eRabliſhed barely by his Kingly Authority, bir ir did 
roceed from che infallible Directions af GedsSpiric, and there- 
ore Magiltcates canngt urge-his Example, -unles they will pre- 
rend at Jealt to his Diving AlſiRance, and not Regal, but Prophe- 
tical Authority. | 
Laſtly,” Sinse che ObgeRers allow that over Subſtentials,as for 
example,, to.make or command Articles of F auth, - Magiſtrates 
have no.power 3) 3ethinks ic demonſtrably followes from cheir 
own. Conceſſions, chat over;Cronmitrtals they havermuch 12(s : 
Since Suhftaxtials concern the Eflence of Worſhip, and there- 
fore may.leemnto be.a jult ground for Impoſition g upon which, 
the Apoſtles found che Equity-of their Canon, about forbidding 


25, 


I2, 
V.{19. 


things ftrangled;Bloed and Formeauon, becauſerhey were #nvvay- an; r5.28; 


 nect/cary 3. \ bur Crew els may. very well-be 
rhout.any .prejudice either rb. Worthip, oro 
Power; and the very necdiefſeneſs and ſuperfiu- 
Mayſcem juſtly enough, 10 make it unlawful to 


plechem | »Fyry{im general, th iftcace hathinothing te 
Der. Croce ne 808i fince-2em mins Thavea'Ti- 
als Protection : - then ſure, When I acknowledge my ſelf 4 
| B | Chriſtian, 


) 


C.7.18. 


112.49 7. 


Pial 72.1.1, 


The Second part of Things tudifferens 
Chriftian,in whackind of Habit, Poſture, ot Words , 1 will wor- 
ſhip God, che Magiftrate ftach much leſs to co, becauſe Charity, 
Forbear ance, (or pos oy done by , net to lay a ſtumbling 
Block before bus , and the like, are as much Parts of the 
Chritttan Magiſtrates Dury,as Obedience to the Mogiſtrite in all | 


- lawful, and therefore'nor diſputable things, is the duty of a Chri- 


ſtan SubjeR. 

2. Ic is objeted again, That thete are many Prophecies in 
Scripture, that Magiſtrares ſhould own and defend Chrittian Re- 
ligion, and in particular, that Kings ſhowld be Narſing Fathers, 
and Queens Nurſing Mothers to the Church ; and therefore certain- 
amy employ rheir Aurhority for the yeautifying and a- 

rning it 17 all ſuch: outward Cireumſtances of Worſhip, as 
meerly appertainro Decency and Order. 

Bur I Anſwer : p | 

I, There are indeed many Prophecies in Scripture,chat Kings 


.and Inferiour Magiltrares ſhall fibmir'to the Faith of Chrilt ; yer 


it doth not follow, "that theretore they are to take upon them' ro 
model and regulate any part of his Worſhip. For as in che Opt- 
ion about the: Reign of the Saints , it is clear from Scripture,that 
atime will come when the Saintsſhall rule the world , as in D@- 
mel, The Saints of the Moſt High ſhall take the K ingdom, and poſ- 
ever - Yet ir doth not 
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verence of, and reſpeRful ſubmiſſion to the Church of Chriſt, they 
their exerciſing Auchoricy over it. Ar leaſt chus much may 
be cvinced, that, though Magiſtrates loſe' no pewer by becom- 
ivg Chriſtians, yet they - gain. none, bur inevery thing areto at 
as Se;vancs to the Layy of Chriſt; from which, | as- nothing - may 
be caken, ſo coir nothing ought xo be added ; no, though it may 
be patronized under the names of Decency and Order ; which if we 
make to bgnifie, nor Natural, but Deviſed and Fancied Order, 
it is that which all Superſtitions _ co defend their unwarranta- 
ble Traditions and Inventions by. And therefore to purſue the 
Simile alictle farther, ir were to be wiſhed, that Kings would ſo 
far prove Nur ſing-Fathers, as to uſe their Chriftian Subjects in 
t his particular, as-Nwrſes do their Children, z. e..only to put into 
their Mouths, that which the” Apoſtle Peter calg aozar dibaoy zeae , A 
Reaſonable and ſincere or unmungled @Mik, 5. e. only Gods Word * et, 2,2, 
in its Native Purity, wit hout being ſawred by the Harſhneſs of Im- 

politions, or corrupted, rather then ſweerned, by the undue mix- 

ture of Humane Fancies and Imaginations. | 

2, The beſt way for Chriftian- Magiſtraces ro advance and 
beaurifie Religion, 18 nor- by the Prodigality of their Purſes, in 
it ately Struftures, Choyce Muſick, Curiums Piltures, and the like, 
wherein Snperſticrton will be ſure to out-do them; or by the Seve- 
riry and Rigour of their Laws in ſmall things, but in the Piery of 
vheir Lives, and firiftneſs of their Civil Government. Forler 
Magiſtrates encecleanſe the Soyl of Humane Nature, by making 
ſharp and wholſpm Laws againſt Viceand Immorality, and then 

weed ir, by impartial punifhing of Drankeaneſſe, and other Diſor- 

ders,” which the Apoltle cals Works of the Fleſh; then Religion 
will make irs own way.into mens hearts, and produce an outward 
Compoſure in Service, ſutable to irs own inward Worth and 
Excellence: Whereas the Magiſtrates medling with Omtward 
Forms , begets only a Face of Religion, which is ſo much the 

more loathſom, in that it is uſed commonly as a Cover, to hide 

many foul Enormities, which without that Mask, no ſober Ma- 

viſtrate could have the bearr to colerare. 1 conclude therefore 

fince, T.: God never gate. 2. Chriſt never exerciſed.” 3, The 
Examples of rhe Fewsſh Princes, nor —_—_ Prophefies de war- 
rant ſuch an impoſing; Power , eſpecially in things doubsful, as 
ſomecontenidfor, ir follows, that Lag. Civil Magiſtrate hath no 

| 2 : ſuch 


Lev. 19. 
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The ſecond PyyboChingy' todif erext 
2 power, ad ought not:to take ig upon fim-; Which was my tir 
Aferuagene: - 2 62! 3% 13.129 Wor | (y 

The Second Aſſertionwasthis, _ |; wy preg porch 

hings dowief1ud, wecannet Lorfull ine! : t is 

i boy 2 what Caltnedyaagead? For no- man can lawfully do 
avp-thivg in-the Worſhipof God, burwhac he is ſatisfied he might 
do,. whether itwars by:mencemmanded or not ; therefore he that 
hah ppjocher.yarreptifot hivdoing any.tbing, ther-the Command 
of.rhe-Magilttate ,, when cis clear the Magiſtrate hath no Power 
to.command - him, muſt needs fin in what he dos: And 


thac, | | 

. I, Becauſe thereby he vifibly,diſowns, and. detraRts from Gods 
Soveraignty,. who.is ſole Lord of the: Conſcience, whoſe Honour 
is then, givery to. anotbes,,, whenby. our ſubmicting rethem, we 
ſeem in fact avleaſty ro, acknowiedge:, that ; they have' Power 
co.impoſe; For in | the Church of (Þryft,. by an: Overt Adt., to 
own-and countenance the Juriſdition and Authority of another, 
this is to leſſen Chriſts Legitlarive- Power, and to make 7344 Heads 
of. the Church, a Yi/fible and/Immiſible, or a Political. and Spiritual 
one, which is' a. diftintion thar'the Scripture: knows. not 3 
and: only the Popeſh, thac is the. Amtichritias» Church makes 


uſe of, , 

2.. Becauſg by obeying what is in ic ſelf doubtful, and in; the: 
Impofer unlawful, we:{hall conſent ro , and- approve the Magi» 
ſrares-fin,; and fo harder him to continue more fierce and peremp- 
toryinic. Nowafit be a Rule in: general , that we owght to re- 
prove owr Brather, awd. net to-ſuffer ſin upon him, rauch leſs to con- 
ſent, :and to parrake with him-inic: How mueh- more is it our 
duxy,, £0, prevent, ſo far as we: can, any fit in our Magiſtrate, 
( whoſe happineſs we are bound-in eſpecial manner” to:procare -and/ 
pray for ), and-this-muſtbe dane, by .our modeſt aud humble, -bur 
yer reſolute and coaltant 19» ou 70g. en where-. 
in we are ſo o-proceed, 25-10-evi both by our Language , and 
ARjons, that 1c i5-nec Peevidhneſs or Peculaney, much leſs a diſo- 
bedrenc and. contraditing) humour, which! purs-us; upon it, bur 
meerly-Conſciencs of NO Bat toGod and Him ; namely, 
becauſethe Magjlirate,: as totheſe matrers, is nat ity Gods liead, 
God noc-havjng commuted - unto: Chriſtian Magiſtrares, bucunto 
his Son, "rag Gxernmeet of; his Church ,| and rhat! in-che- ie 
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ward\Policy, as well as in: the: Inyard Purity of it + Forwhere 

the inwatt Purity 18 nor. wengen thereourward Conformiry is 
nora-ſerving God, bue men. and'proves' Service; which 'ss God 
requires:not, ſo neither'will hear allaccepr. And-cherefore fince 
even the higheft Magiſtrues.on earth are accoumtableto God, whia 

. hates Opprethion, under prerence of advancing Piety-; this, as ir 
oughtto make-all. Magiſtrates afraid! how they-meddle withimpo-' 
ſing, without any: warrant, ſo icought romaekeusyary coo, left by 
2&we ſubariwing;. we'do aber and'own theirſin, and ſobecome” 
Parciesinthe Tranigrefhon ; There: being buc licrle difference, in 
the fight ofGad,, berween him that commands doubtful ching , 
and hum tha doth it, upon no better argumenr, chen becauſe ano- 
ther, ; who hadno power, commanded it: For in that, orinno 
caſe, Ged.culsfor' Sufferwy, and nor for Swimming. 

3. He-chat: obeyes in ſuch a: caſe, muſt lin, becauſe he 
cannax actin Fark, 5. e.in a ſound and thorow, Perſwafion', that 
is is lawfub for hinrco obey. Fer ſince no Concluſion can-havein ic 

eater; cxtaingy! then che Premiſes: which infer ir, 1 would fain 
—— how:ic is poſſtble for him to have any clear fatisfaQtion,who 


thus d 

t. The thing commanded , as for example; the (oſs i- Fiep- 
tiſme, ivin ics own nature very diſpurable, whether it be Lawful or 
not? | 

2., The Magiſttace who. commands it, hath no power to der; 
and chegeforefins m enjoyning ; muſt nor then. cheInference be', 
therefore. I ſhall &n in obeyinghim,. fince his Command, when he 
wants Power,  can'never-make a doubtful ching warrantable: or ſafe 
roa. doubting Conſcience; From all which, ic followes, that if is 
be unſawfulto command a'thing doubtful in Religious Worſhip, it 
is equally unlawful io obeyir:; which 15 the ſumae of my FitlFAp- 


cart. 


My Second Reaſon ſhallbe cakenfrom-the Neceffiryand Nature Arg. 2+ 


of Chriſtian Liberty 3 which 4s ix confiſts eſpecially in; thefree uſe 
of Indifferenc,, or Farbearance of; doubtful chings, ſo are we'bound 
entirely co preſerve ic.. Toclear up which, we muſt conſider, chat 
the whale. firex of: the . Golpel , in reference to theſe ourward 
chings, .dath; run..in ſuch Expreſſions as theſe ; - if row be xy Diſ- 


| rt; Airh.. our- Saviour, you ſhall - know the Trutb, andthe Traub Johs 8, 31: 
\ ſet ou free... And againg..Jf the San - ſhall» make jou free, Aus 
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I Cor.y.23, 


Gal, 3, 


x Cor. 6,14, 


| Lord- hath left free unto me. 


The ſecond Part of things Todifferemt 
foal be free inde:d. So the Appſtle Pani, Stand faft in the Hiber- 
ty wherewith Chriſt hath made you free. And again, Brethren, you 
fore been called unto Liberty, So Famer cals rhe Goſl pel the per- 
felt Law of Liberty : avd, ſo ſpeak, faith he, and ſo do, as thoſe that 
ſhall be judged by the Law of Liberty, All which places, with ma- 
ny others, tothe ſame purpoſe , do evince thus much, that it is 
nota thing meerly arbitrary, and at our pleaſure, whether we will 
preſerve our Chriſtian Liberty or not ; bur we are ſtrictly com- 
manded todo it : andthe ſame obedience which we owe to 0- 
ther Divine Precepts, we are obliged co pay unto this, becauſe it 
is dictated by the ſame Spirit. Now fince this Liberty, - as it is 
mentioned by eur Saviour and bis Apoſtles, is only to be exer- 
ciſed in things of Religious Concernmeart - ( for asto Civil mat- 
ters, no doubt, tbe ſtricteſt Obedience, to the Magiſtrates Com- 
mand, is our Duty) ic follows therefore, that when oncethings, 
otherwiſe perhaps /ndifferent , yet indeed Doxbeful, come 
to be made neceſſary, and forced upon our praQtiſe, we are then 
bound by a meek and Chriſtian, but yet magnanimous Refuſal, to 
aſſert our Freedom, and not ſuffer our ſelvesto be entangled by a 
Yokg of Bondage, which is ſo much the more heavy and galling, 
becauſe it is confeſſedly needleſle, and hath no holier end to rati- 
fie it, then meerly an undue will of the Impoſer ; which if we 
obey, we then become Servants of mex, and cowardly deſert that 
Freedom whichChriſt came to purchaſe for us:which is quite con- 
trary both to the Command & Practiſe of the Apoſtle Pas/, who 
though he held Circamcifon, in ſome caſes to be Indifferent, and 
accordingly uſed it ; yet when once Falſe Brethren came to ſpy out 
zhesy Liberty, and by their ſubtil Diſcourſes ſought 19 bring them 
into Bondage, Pau! would not yield to them in the leaſt, bur con» 
Rantly oppoſed the ons of thoſe crafty men (with whom 
no doubt, Arguments from Decency and Order were not wanting) 


. that ſohe mighttranſmir vhe Tyath, 5. e. the Liberty of the Go- 


ſpel unta his Followers: And for his own, both Judgment and 
PriRiſe, he gives this General Rule, sf rhings,5. e. which are 
not forbidden by God,ere Zenfwl, but; ix iEvmaebiorua (as m1es, 
5. e Twill not be demineer d over by axy, or, 1 will net ſuffer any #0 
exerciſe Authority ever me, as that I ſhould upon his Imperious 
and unlawful Command, forbear the free aſe 'of that which the 
- Agrial 
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in Religious Worſhip, 
Agiin?t this it is ObjeRed, | 

1, That Pasl in his Epiltle to the Ga/atiens, ſpeaks only of Cir- 
cumiſion 3nd Jewiſh Ceremonies ; and therefore the Liberty he 
mentions, mult only be underſtoo4 in reference tothem, whick 
all acknowledge to be aboliſhed, and withour fn, cannor be revi- 
ved; but this do: h not concern other Chriftaw Rites, which are 
introduced, as by anothzr poiver, ſo upon another Score, ſc. not 
as Parrs of Religion, bur as Circumſtances of meer Decency and 
Order. But I Anſwer. 

1, The Apoſtle P,-v/doth not ſo confine his Diſcourſe to Cir- 
eumciſion, but that in otter places he extends it to Meas and 
\Drmks, to Obſervation of Dayer, and fuch like, which aremuch 
more indifferent, then thoſe now conteſted abour.; Concern- 
ing which, the Apoſtles Afertion is, That he would not be brought 
into bondage by any, bur be lefc as free in the uſe or forbearance of 
them,as the Laws of Charity would permir. And cherefore-what- 
ever the Apoſtle ſaies , though properly and immediatly ic relates 
only ro Fewiſb Cultoms,yer lince his words are general andinde- 
finite, they muſt be underſtood equally to concernall things, 
that are of alike, and much morethoſe that are of a more doubr- 
ful Nature. 

2. _ the Apoſtle did ſpeak only of Circunzc:/ionr and 0- 
ther Legal Rites, yer the very ſame Reaſon which ſerved to take 
them away, may eafily be improved, to keep back any orher from 
being either impoſed ar obſerved in their room. For, 1. Since 
God himfelf was the immediate Author of all-Moſaical Cerenso- 
w»ier. And 2. Since they were afterwards aboliſhed, not becauſe 
they were finful, bur becauſe they were a»proficable ; not becauſe 
they were inconſiſtent with Salvation, bur becauſe they did not 
ſufficiently promote ie,.as the @ witneſſes : There 5, ſaith 
he, 4 diſanulling of the C going before, for the weakneſs 
and unprofit e thereof; for the Law, i.e: of Ceremonies, 
made mthing perfef4: Then it followes, that things, T. Which 
have not the ſame Divine warrant and Preſcription, Agd 2.Which 

are equally, if not: more unproficable, as to what concernes the 
Conſeience ,oughtnot tobe-introduced or praiſed ; for elſe 
weſhould be very lictle Gainers, if being ſer free from Gods, we 
might be made ſubje&- ro mans Law, and if in fiead of Divine, 
we might own and practiſe Kumere Impoſitions : This would nor 
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Obj. 2, 


Anſw. 


© rablethen the Fewi/b Burden was: For they, in what they. did, 


_ thembe free; but.now the'ſtate of things:s dltered:: ForMa- 


ents: Buc.chat the Magiſtrace «ejtfoer /hath - 


The Seaand part of Things tail ferent 


eaſe our Yoke, but only alter it,nay make it much more inſuppor - 


obeyed.a Righteous and Infallible God, and:therefore were ſure, 
they could not erre : But we muſt obey.the Arbitrary Faricies of 
Unrighteous, and Fal.ible men , concerning whoſe Authoricy jn 
impoſing, or the Uſefulneſſe of the things which they impoſe, we 
can never be ſatisfied ; Jince they ſeem, not only to go beyond 
their bonnds, buc likewiſe by enjoyning ſuch poor things, to play | 
with ; rather then to adorn Religion, and in ſtead of conſulting 
Gods Honour, -to-provide only Traps ard Snares for their Con= 
Gientious and ſaberly diſſenting Brethren, 

2. It is ShrAcLagrin, That the Church was \not in the ſarme 
condition.in the Apoltte Pas/riime, \that.now.it'is in ; for then 
there was no Civil Magiſtrate that did fo far countenance Chrifti- 
anReligion, as Ot interpoſe and meddie with it, and therefore 
none.could enjoyn thoſe things, .in the ufe whereof Pan bids 


giltrates have takenupon.them-.che-care of Religion, unto whoſe 
InjunRions we are to-yield abedicnce accordingtothat of the A. 
poſtle, Let every Soul be Subje& to the Higher PoWers. 

I Anfiver, 1. It is aſſumed ygrats , and without the leaft 
pretence of Proof, that the Chriſten Magiſtrate hath any thing | 
to-do to impoſe :in _things:of Religion : For which, T\ mighr L 
bring many Sentences.out.of Terllian, and eſpecially Lattonti- 
w, Kho.affirm the ſame : but the thing is\clear 3 For Civil Go- 
vernment is properly and ade ly concerned only in Civil 
things ; but Relrgious matters belong only ro him thatis Inſpe- 
Ror.and Lord of the Copſcience; and therefore that Texr, 'Ter 
every Sond be fubjeft tothe Higher Powens is in thisdebareimper- 
tmently alledged ; ſince jitis-evident,: thac the Apoſtle wrote ir, 
with reference to Ners, who was thes:Emperour, and. certainly 
did very little troubte himfelf wish chings of Religiop, exceprit 
were-to perſecute it ; andeven then when the Magiſtrate dothfo, I 
acknowledge that we'are tO be. Jabjef?: 2o,/5. 8, n07to reſiſt him; 
Nay, further, ic followes fromthe Text, 'char' ſhould our Magi- 
ftrares become, what they then wene; HKiarbew and -Jofidels, yer 
inall Civil Matters, we were boundico obey them 5 which Tata 
ready re aſſert againſt all; wherher Pepelior otherEncroach- 


Relgou Ri Rices ED , 


Tarn 55 ane » , Dor 
of have alrexdy demonftr 

3, I deny, that Leh 
impoſe upon the C 


A SEApuye doth evince, 
bow hach greater. power (6 
Leh hoſe dio of. Apotile Pauls 
time, For Take ir forges tu was, if =: 
Jer one of the grexcelt Perſqns, OT 
cime, and yet when he, by his ſulpirious ; 
gave occaſion to che Genriles Np IDEL RRE5 Gal.s, 
ought ſtill co be —— nly reproves kim , in Ln hek 
words, why com pellet thou the Tn ot ;ve 4 do the Fewsd PR 6 
hy doſt houſe ſeem to lay.a conſtraint upop and by 
rity of thy example, induce. to believe, that bale Cer 
mer are till ro be profulgyly LA ence I infer, char if 
in one who was fo great 4 p Apoltle, Z; would' nor brook the 
leaſt ſcruple of carriage, atich m iphc ſee 5 aþate and leſſen rhe 
extent of Chriltian Liberty, Fa, ut colon 
- I, Thatno Ma RET can, NE him chat power., 
ks 


ſince thegreateR M Magil atepn eppertuning to 
Divine Worſhip, is muc 1our to Pater, bebo or Knowledges 
and Authority, 

2. Thatif the Magiſtraze dath take.upgn himſelf char power, 
weare to be ſo far from complying, as rather, by Pauls example; 
open to reprove hin ; at lealt we ate tole [him know, , that ” 

nd engaged to another Mel who co:amnand ded! us to 
free';, and thar it is nor, qut of g1ſobedience'to the Magiſtrate, EE 
ny of dury to God, if We peaceably afſerr. and maintain our Li- 


ity. 

3. The hat objet Thar Chriſtian x ankdygroar 0bj. 3. 
Hot in ES oh Es : And 
thay 


therefore many ackni ya 
ps impoſed, as char, the 


' to uy aluatre 


The 


Iadifferent * 


ont che lealt Foundation, cigh in Scripture or Keaſon, For, 1, Ic is 
nor 'grounded on Sers 11 choſe hc 3 yoaay we are 
commanded wer to be t Servants wen,to fand faſt in our Liberty, 


#nd the like, * de principally reſpe& the rays of our PraQtile, 
tn reference to che Impoſefr,, whom we ought nor co ſubmit unto. 
Nether, 2, Is there 2ty cotour 6f Reaſon for ic; for L tberty of 
, without: of Pratliſe ſacable to that Judgment, 

i e6ily: 4 vain andludicrous,” but g- burdenfom and v{xatious 
[24 or. hr eſpecialfy in the Setyice of God,while we alwaies Out- 

tris y do thar, oh _ we do not approve, is nothing 
elſeburdire& Hy 

2. Oo Queſtion is nor, Whether any may impoſe upon out 
Ju - which it is evident none can;; but whether olir 
Practiſe, fe Hot'to be Teft as free as our Judgmenes, in thoſe 
things which 1n reference to bis own Worſhip, God himſelf hath 
not Jerermined:' The DiflinRion therefore which ſuppoſes, thar 
eur Practiſe may be bound wt yet our Liberty, which, Chriſt 
and'his Apoſtles were [6 erved,doth nor prove; but 
only begs the Queltion y' poor nz Þ kind of Qnffe, .is meerly 
fo: muth duit thrown irits our eyes, that we might not read, and 
make uſe of qur Rayal Charcer, 

"I conclude rherefdte; 1. Since Chriſtian Liberty 's entirely and 
indiſpenſably robegreſerved, becauſe the ſame Aurhority which 
fotbids Mutder, doth command thar, and it'is che Aurhotizy of 
— iver, whick gives exch Law.its SanCtion. 2.'Since Chr; 
fian Liberty hach MS aly in the'ufe of Indifferent, or forbea- 
rance of donbtful chings (for things neceſſaty are already enjoyn- 
ed by God, hem, we Are to.obey, whether rhe Miaghrare do 
comm Bows ker PENS That whoever 
rh aw: = for Rot Acc eohiticiees ſd 

oh ere &njo; yn if: and then, 

r1 and Flor of one 

tha che Galpet doch inidutge 
Qiſe ſeem ts Ge rin of iny thing 
A h upon out ut n Freedom: 
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11K» dw Roligiany Weorſerpe 4. 
ple at the praRtiſe of them)bur, 8s T ſtated above, they are thi 
very dewbtful and putolh, ent: tbenider xo Commend 4 
make them ul, ro inſtance only in one of them, and 
that is, the Croſſe in Bapri/as, I may affirm of that;which I find the 
Learned Hales aſſerting concerning Images. 1. 1t is a thing 
acknowledged by all , that ''5t | is neuneceſſary+ © ' 2. By 
moſt, at leaſt in this Nation, it a ſwſpefted.- /3.: By many it' is beld 
wrterly unlawful : Can then the enjoyning of ſuch a thing. be oughe 
elſe but Abuſe? Or can the Refuſal of ( he fayes, Communion, I 
ſay ) Submiſſion, be ought elſe bat Dmty ? | 

I am not ignorant that many ſpecious Arguments-are: brought 
for fome of our Ceremonies, as particularly, for Set Forms of 
Prayer, and for kneeling at the Sacrament which , becauſe they 
are obvious, I ſhall notinſiſt upon : Forallowing, bur not grant. 
ing, the utmoſt of what is ſaid, that te pray by a Book, is a more 
rational and Compoſed way. of Divine. Worſhip, then to pray 
from the ſtrength of ones own Meditation, and the Aſſiſtance of 
Gods Spiric; who, becauſe of thoſe Enlargements and quick- 
nings he gives, is peculiarly tiled the Spirit of Prayer. 2. Grant- 
ing that ro kneel, is a more humble, and therefore a more decent 
Poſture, at the Sacrament, then to fir, as our Saviour and bis A» 
poſtles did ; (whoſe Example ſure we may follow without ſin) or 
at leaſt; to taxd, which is a poſture of Prayer, and therefore of 
Reverence, and feſle ſubjeR to harden the Papiſts, who have ſo 
monſtrouſly abuſed X xeeling, by their [dolatry: But granting 
the Decency and Conveniency of both, yer, | 

1. Since they are either Parts of, or Additions to Divine wor- 
hip, unwarrantably deviſed, and forcibly obtruded. 

2. Since the Impoſers do lay ſo much eages them, that, 
it is evident, though they call them Indifferent,yer they think them 
Neceſſary. 

3. Since in theſe Forms of Prayers, there are thoſe Mixtures, 
which make our Liturgy, though not ſimply unlawful, yet high- 
ly queſtionable. ; | 

4+ Since they are joyned with ſome other Ceremonies, as the 
Croſſe in Baptiſme, which are of a more doubtful Nature, 

Laſtly, Since many, as ſober and as Pious Chriſtians, 'as any are 
in our Nation, are ipfinitely grieved art the uſe of them, and are 


upon the point gf forſaking our Aſſemblies, becauſe of them. It 
Lay ave, C2 I, That 


iz. 


Ob. 


 Apſs., 


06j. 


Avnſw. 


36, 


. difturb very 


 ſawful, arid: ro ſorne rempers neceſſary 


 akedf our Liberty : B67 6/80 he rehaſerl ce 


The ſecond Parvef Things Tobi erem 

1. Thatic doth wer x all become rhe 'Piery and Prudence of 
Chtifthm Gorornomrs: ro | theſe things which grieve and 

nany,;'- and 18 on nacureare grateful co very 
few? beſides ſuch who makeuſe of their Conformity, as the way 
wPrefermenc,.' *--- -x 

2, Thar nd Conſcencious Miniſter, ſo far asT yet ſee, can per- 
fonally bezra pate m all cheſe:Ceremonies, becauſe he cannor a& 

in Faith, asdoingthar, x. Which God requires -not.2.Which his, 
perhaps weak, but yer Chriſtian-Brorher, cakes offence ar, and if 
the Apoſtle Paulſayes, brwonld never cat went (Which is alwaies 
Food ) rather then offend his 
Broker, ſure he would have forborn a Creſs, or a Swphee much 
morn, - 155 YT : 

If any Anſwers ſome do, that it is Scandalum acceptuns & zen 
darny,1.c. an only peeviſÞly taken, but not juſt ty proven. 

I anſwer, It1s atwes, a Offence juſtly groen :.For 
he that upon any-pretence whatever, doth conſent, not'enly to 
quit hvs own biberry bi tikewiſe iniſo doing, doth violate and 
injure the Conſcienceofabother/; the gives jult occaſion to have 
his action cenſured, as if he fin rather then Aﬀy it:9n, hnce 
they are only Morives of Convenience, which feem to lie at the 
barrom, and make himftooproſo:mean a Bondage. 

Sortve object, Thar-it is true, by doing cheſe-things, we offend: 
our Brother, bur then by refuſing, we (hou d che Magi- 
fira:e; whois ſomrhing more then qur Brocher , rowhom we owe 
not only the duty of Love, but likewiſe of SubjeQtion; and chere- 
fore rhe leſs Offence muſt give place tothe.greater, Bur I anſwer, 

I. Thar if the Magiſirace hath-no power to irapoſeas I have al- 
ready proved, then he hath no reaſon to be ed at my refuſal. 
to obey him 3 fincertemy ju nes babet , and therefore T (hould 
more ſcandalizg, i. e. give him a greater occaſion of inning, by 
ſubmirting ro, then by quierdiſowning of his Awhoricy. ' For by 
ſubmitting, I'ſhall this Opinion1n him, that he doth well 
to impoſe, which is undoubtedly finful ; whereas by'diſowniog, his 
Authority, I only make my ſelf liable ro filffering,'; which cvery. 
g00d Chriftith / at all cemes 10 be redfare | 

2, Oar Saviour Garbalready'taught ais- bow: lncle;we 216 co care 
for the offence which;men-takeatrhae ſaber and. gult wſa-ebich we 
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in Religioes Worſtiy, - 
meat, (which by the way, was a Rite much more innocent , then 
thoſe 1 now diſpure of) and gave chis for his ground, rhtatir was 5 
plant not of bis Fathers plamwy ; his Diſciples ſeem to inpor- 
une him te condeſcend _ che eng boy _ his law- 
ful Governours, by urging, that they were & his Saying:But 
our Saviour in ſtzad of ine Con oF them ain iS are 
Blind Gnides,wich other words, ſhewing, that while chey made 
uſe of their Authority, to preſs ſuch needleſs Toyes, it was his du- 
ty to diſobey them. Which carriage of out Saviour is ſo much 
the more remarkable, in that, when chey came te demand Tri- 
bure-maney, though he alledged, that by bis Birthright he was 
free from eny ſuch Tax, yet, ſaith he, rather then offend them, let 
us pay it ; plainly implying, that in Civil things, not to t90 
nicely upon our terms, bur for peace ſake even to part with ſome 
of our Right, is honelt and commendable;butin Religious thi 
we muſtnor yield a tittle, becauſe in chem, the honour of God 1s 
immediarly concerned : For, as being Lard of the Conſcience, 
and ſole Dictator of what way be will be ſerved in,heexpeRts, we 
ſhould upon all occafions, openly aſſert his Right, and neither 
teach fer Deftrine, ner ſolemnizefor Worſhip, the Commandne:nts 
of wen. Por, that I may obviare an Exception of fome, wha al- 
le doe, that theſe things ate not impoſed as Dorines : When a 
Ceremony.comes to be urged and prefled, beyond the bounds of 
a thing Indifferent, here though no Do&rine be mentioned, yer 
there 1s a Doctrine couched under ir,and that is,this which I have 
been all this while ſpeaking again, That the Magiitrate hath 
power 10 4m8peſe in Religious Worſhip. So that when things doubt- 
tul come,upon that ſcore to be obtruded,we mult reſolutaly refuſe 
to do-then, left we ſhould feem roown and aflent unto the Ds- 
&+ie. To conchige therefore, Since the things in queſtion, are 
ſo prefſed,. as if the Impoſers thought them neceflary. 2, Since 
many of them are very diſputable. 3. Since molt of chem are very 
ſcandalous and offen{we to our weaker Brethren, ic followes, that 
chey are not in their own nature Indifferent, and thzrefore ir 
cannot be lawful ro:praRtiſe them. And ſo much for che Third 


The Fourrh and.laſt Argument ſhall be taken from the Reſem- 


blance and -Carreſpandency- which theſe things bave roothers , 
whichweaave already renouncedin the Popiſh werhip) as like- 


wiſe 


T be Secogd Þ art of Things Indifferent 
wiſe from the impoſſibility, that any rational or ſober accounc 
can be given why we diſſent from thoſe, if we aſſent ro theſe. For, 
I would fain know, wherein lies the true ground of our ſeparation 
from the Charch of Rojve, if not in this, becauſe they obtrude 
ſach conditions of Communion , which Gods Word doth not 
warrantus to aſſent to ? For let men ſpeak as much as they pleaſe 
againſt Images, Crucifixes, Praying to Saints, or for the Dead, 
&c. at laſt it will be found,that the only firm and ſolid Argument 
to overthrow all theſe things, is this, They are xort written, God 
hath no where in his Word commanded fuch chings, and there- 
fore we may ſafely rejet them. But on the ſame (core, the Croſs, 
the Sarplice, Bowing Kneeling and the reſt, muſt be rejected too, 
as being equally uncommanded, : For how can we fatisfie any 
inquiſitive map, why in Baptiſm, we have caſt off 9yle, and recain 
the Croſi ? why in the other Sacrament, we retain Kneeling, 
and refuſe Adoration? Why we bow to the Name of Feſms, and 
yet are offended at a Crucifix ? In ſhort, why we have parcd a» 
way ſome Rites, cither as /do/atroxs, or elſe as ſuperfiuors, aud 
yet have retained others, that are equally (cqpdalous, equally in- 
- defenſible? If we anſwer, that we did ir , becauſe every Nati- 
onal (burch hath power tojudge of Ceremonies, and to impoſe upon 
her SubjeRs, as few or as many as ſhe thinks fir ; Will it not inc- 
vitably follow, that our Church may when ſhe pleaſes, bring in 
all thoſe exploded Rites npon ns, and when (he doth ſo, we are 
bound to fubmit unto her Authority ? So that allthe advantage 
we have got by our Reformation ( which at the beginning ofie, 
was the beſt and the moſt ſtupendious'that ever the world ſaw ) is 

only this, that we bave lopt off ſome Branches of Popery , bur 
| lefethe Root untouched; as owning that DoQrine of Impoſiti. 
ons, which may whenever the Magiltrate pleaſes, bring in the out- 
ward praQtiſe of that Religion again upon us. I do nor ſpeak this, 
as if Ididin the leaſt imagine, that our Governours do ſo much as 
dream of any ſuch thing, but I argue meerly asa rational man,and 
conſidering the nature of things; for fince every man then as 
rationally, when he as conformably to the'Principle be holds ; 
therefore he that firſt miſtakes things doxbeful, for things Indiffe- 
rent,and then maintains, that the Magiſtrate hath power co make 
even things Doubtful, Neceſſary, when he i 
leaves the Magiſtrate free, to bring inas much 
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/5ip, as he is pleaſed to think is either decent or convenient. 

Since then the Croſſe, the Swyplice, &c. are all of the ſane Ido- 
latrous Nature and Original, with other parts of Row;& Wor- 
ſhip,which we have worthily rejeRed, as being coyned in the un- 
licenſed Mint of mens Brain, without the ſtamp of Divine Autho- 
rity ; it followes, that either we muſt not uſe them, or elſe we 
muſt acknowledge, that if Oy/ for Infants, Holy Unition for the 
fick,, Exorciſmes, &c. were enjoyned, we could lawfully ſubmicr 
to them too, and ſo never fix our ſelvesa certain point of Religi- 


- ous PraQtiſe, but depend alcogether upon the Beck and Pleafure of 


our Magiſtrate. 

Againſt this, 16know not what can be objected, except as ſome 
affirm, that the Pope # not Amichrift , fo others will rake upon 
them to prove that Popery is not /del/atry.” If any Proteſtant be of 
that mind, I hope he thinks of returning ſpeedily to their Commu- 
nion, bur till I underſtand, how Pif#ures may be made and placed, 
5f net as Objefts, yet #s Helps of Devotion; how Saints can firſt be 
Canmized, and then prayed to, how the Bread can be confined toa 
place, and yet adored 4s god, how the Virgin Mary beſides being pray- 
ed to, can be entreated to command her Son ; till I fay, I underſtand 
how theſe, and many more ſuch things can be done, and no 1dola- 
try committed, I muſt cake leage to affirm, that if that Chxrch be 
not 1dolarroxs, there never was, nor can be ſuch a thing as /dola- 
try in the World, 

To conclude therefore, I will acknowledge, that wing the 
(refs, though not in-E.iptiſm, is very ancient, and mentioned 
more then once by Tertu/liax *, that a peculiar Reverence tothe 
Name of Feſws, is aſſerted by Origen ®, that the worſhip of eAn- 
gels, or ſomthing very like it, is maintained by 7«#tin Martyr © 
Prajer for the Dead, as1 remember, by Cyprian, I am ſure by 
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Tertullian *, Purgatory by Arnobits, &c. But yet theſe Qpinti- 4 Apolog, 


ons, which in thoſe Excellent Writers. ( who were newly reco- 
vered out of Genti/iſme ) were very tolerable Miſtakes and Er- 
rours, did neither hurt them , nor the Church of Chriſt , rill che 
world was grown lazy enough to believe, and the Biſhop of Rewe 
had force enough'to impoſe them, as Neceſſary Doctrines. This is 
that which not only diffuſed, but ſo far fixed the fatal Poyſon of 
Errour, that the word can never expect to be freed, rill-i 
pleaſes God to raiſe up ſome generous and truly Heroick Prince , 
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and alrer ics fimplicir (for: a ſtrange dreſs an rene rene 
i ſuſpe&ted ) will reſolve to give it a free and undiſturbed 
Paſſage, and never draw his Sword, buc when Malice and 1 
rance do joyn together, not only to oppoſe, but to perſecuteir ; 
how will Truth then, being unfettered and ſer free, from the 
Clogges of pretended Decency, but indeed Antichriſtian Tyran« 
ny, run through this Nation, and chaſe Errour before i it, as the 
Light doch Darkneſs ? This Great and Glorious work 1 dare al- 
molt prophecy that bis Majeſty is reſerved for, wheſe pious and 
unequalled Declaration, hach already indulged as much Libersy, 
as any ſober=minded Chriftian can pretend to: andwhich will 
then undoubredly be.made aLaw, when by our conſtant and 
chearful Sufferings for rhis Dotrine of Liberty, we bave expia- 
red and waſhed away Hb Scandals, Which. or many. odions 
and unparallel'd Abules have caſt upon ir, | 


